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4

What is 

PFAS?

Image Source: Veolia Consulting, March 2023.  Used with permission.  https://www.veolianorthamerica.com/sites/g/files/dvc1836/files/image/2022/03/veolia-pfas-wheel.png

PFAS: Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances

• Known as “forever 
chemicals”

• Thousands of types;
typically the focus is on 
~50 compounds

Examples of PFAS Compounds Found 
in Thurston Water:
• PFBA
• PFOS
• PFOA
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“Time heals all wounds” may not apply to PFAS contamination.

6

Why It Matters in Thurston

“WWTP” = Waste Water Treatment Plant
Visual Source: Science Direct, February 2022.  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969721060812

• Land application of biosolids 
containing PFAS collects in the 
ground and water

• PFOS and PFOA are both highly 
persistent in the environment 
and highly mobile. Both 
chemicals have a tendency to
bioaccumulate in humans, 
terrestrial organisms, and aquatic 
organisms. 

• PFOS and PFOA have been 
measured in biosolids in 
multiple published studies.1

Source: 1EPA Biosolids Meeting, 
November 2020 (see appendix for details). 
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