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Environment, Health,
and Safety (EHS) is often
viewed by some workers
and executives as
nothing more than a box
to be ticked o! on an

onboarding training checklist. The truth, as
we all know, is far di!erent. As an EHS
professional, you are passionate about your
work: ensuring that everyone at a jobsite or
facility […]

CONNECT WITH US

Stay Informed! Sign up for the EHS Daily Advisor Newsletter  Email Address  Join

Stay Informed! Sign up for the EHS Daily Advisor Newsletter  Email Address  Join

Contact Us About Us Advertise

© 2020 BLR®—Business and Legal Resources 100 Winners Circle, Suite 300, Brentwood, TN 37027 800-727-5257 All rights reserved.

About Us Advertise

! " #

Search … $

Share This Article: ! " #  PRINT

SPECIAL TOPICS IN ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Ephemeral Streams and Drinking Water
By Contributing Editor Mar 13, 2017 Special Topics in Environmental Management

The Environmental Working Group (EWG) promptly greeted President Trump’s Executive Order directing the withdrawal or
modi"cation of the Clean Water Rule (CWR) with data from a 2009 EPA study the EWG says shows that 117 million
Americans draw at least some of their drinking water from intermittent, ephemeral, and other small streams.

“Small streams are where big rivers start, and the best science
con"rms that dirty streams mean even dirtier rivers,” stated the EWG.
“Millions of Americans drink water directly connected to 234,000 miles
of small, potentially unprotected streams. Right now, the Clean Water
Act protects these streams from pollution. President Trump’s
Executive Order immediately threatens drinking water for millions of
Americans.”

EPA’s study had already been discredited by Senator James Inhofe (R-
OK) while he was serving as chair of the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works (EPW Committee).

New York and Texas Most Dependent
In the study, the EPA mapped a source protection area (SPA) for every public drinking water system. The Agency de"ned an
SPA as “the area upstream from a drinking water intake that provides water to a public drinking water system used during
a 24-hour period.”

“In all, the EPA assessed 413,104 miles of waterways within SPAs,” says the EWG. “The assessment found that 57 percent, or
234,459 stream miles, were intermittent, ephemeral, or headwater streams.”

“In 21 di!erent states, small streams provide drinking water for 1 million or more people,” says the EWG. “More than 5
million people in each New York, Texas, and Pennsylvania get drinking water from small streams as do more than 3 million
people in each California, Georgia, Maryland, Ohio, North Carolina, and Arizona.”

The EWG adds that the study shows that more than 72 million people in 1,033 counties get more than half their drinking
water from small streams.

Inhofe: Propaganda Only
Based on a fact sheet released by Inhofe’s EPW Committee, EWG’s analysis, as well as the EPA study, are factually weak if
not outright deception.

According to the fact sheet, the analysis and the 117 million people-statistic were propaganda developed and used by the
EPA to support its Vulnerable Waters project and, later on, the CWR. Inhofe claims the propaganda did not match the
analysis.

“EPA’s propaganda claims that 117 million people get their water from ephemeral, intermittent, and headwater streams.
But the actual analysis points out that the dataset EPA used to come up with that statistic does not even include ephemeral
streams. The dataset also excludes ‘streams less than one mile in length, lakes less than six acres in size, and wetlands less
than 24 acres in size,’” states the fact sheet.

“EPA propaganda fails to include this disclaimer in a blatant attempt to confuse Congress and the American public about
the debate over dry channels that hold water only when it rains,” according to the fact sheet. “This misleads the public to
believe that channels that may hold water only a few days a year or a few days in a decade are sources of drinking water.

The Inhofe fact sheet also notes that the EWP was informed by a Colorado water o#cial that any source of drinking water is
already both regulated and given a higher level of protection because it does provide drinking water.
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Safety Training – Do What’s Right,
Not Just What’s Required

Identifying training needs is easy in the aftermath of a
workplace incident. At that point, however, the
discovery is too late for the injured. At UL, they believe
a better approach is to understand training needs (and
provide training), so workers are able to identify

workplace hazards and take precautions that prevent incidents. Where do […]

Can an Employee Refuse to Wear
a Mask?

  Learn the best way to handle an employee’s
refusal to wear a mask and your company’s best
course of action in response.  Access your free
copy, here.
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THE HEAT IS ON: A Look at Workplace
Heat Stress Prevention

This free survey report aims to look at how companies are
addressing the variable aspects of heat stress programs, such
as dealing with indoor versus outdoor work, how they handle
personal protective equipment (PPE), and how heat stress "ts
into the whole of their safety program. Find out how

environment, health, and safety (EHS) professionals […]

ATTEND AN ONLINE EVENT

We have a variety of webinars, online events, and virtual roundtables available free
of charge to keep you informed and connected to other EHS professionals
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic

Earn CEUs, exchange ideas, ask questions, and forge new professional relationships
with peers and industry-leading providers.

See Event Lineup

SAFETY SOLUTIONS SHOWCASE

Do you want to be featured in a Faces of EHS Pro"le?

Are you an environment, health, and safety (EHS) professional with something to
contribute to your professional community? If so, we want to hear from you! As we
build the EHS Daily Advisor community, we are looking for professionals, managers,
and executives to be a part of our Faces of EHS pro"le series as well as contribute
thoughtful content that can help our colleagues in the "eld with their compliance
and cultural e!orts. 

Learn more!

EHS on Tap Podcast

The mission of EHS On Tap is to provide clear, relevant, actionable information on
topics that matter to EHS professionals in podcast form through engaging and
insightful interviews with experts and thought leaders. 

Listen to the latest and subscribe!
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