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RE: GAFO ECL Genera! Permits — On’as-co Lake

I hate been contacted by organizations in the portion olCa uga County I represent regarding the
DEC’s draft CAFO regulations For thrms that would tall under the Clean Water Act (CWA) general permit.

It is the consensus of local officials responsible Ii.w providing water and managing local lake
resources that general CAFO permits that fall under the Environmental Conservation I a should reflect the
more comprehensive requirements of the CWA CAFO permit processes. Ihe concern ol the watershed
management group. and others, is the groth oI’harmful algal blooms (I lAB) resulting from the increased
nutrient loading in Owasco Lake resulting from area agricultural runofF

As you know, the state has taken steps to address the problems laced by Owasco Lake and local lake
users due to I lABs, and many believe that subjecting Ci\FO permits to the more thorough standards of the
CWA permit would provide additional long term benefits liar the lake. I hope that the DEC will review the
concerns that have been submitted in formal comments during the public comment period on the draft permit
and take very seriously the request of local officials and citizens that the CWA permit conditions apply more
broadly.

I appreciate the department’s
this very serious problem in Os asco
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efforts, and ask that the administration redouble its efforts to address
Lake and our other Finger Lakes waterhodies.
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Dear Commissioner Seggos.

SincereR yours.

I
.JAMES L. SEARI)
State Senator
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